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1. Administration

Application and Admissions

Qualified graduates of liberal arts colleges or universities of recognized standing may be admitted to
the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences (GSAS)in any of the following doctoral programs:

Chemistry; Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology;
Greek, Latin and Classical Studies;
History of Art; Mathematics; Physics

These six graduate programs constitute two interdisciplinary groups. The Graduate Group in
Archaeology, Classics and History of Art (GGACHA) fosters and facilitates collaboration among the
three programs to promote interdisciplinary work in research and teaching. The graduate programs in
Chemistry,Mathematicsand Physics comprisethe Graduate Groupin Science and Mathematics
(GGSM), whose goal is to provide opportunities for dialogue among these disciplines for collaborative
research and professionaldevelopment.

Qualified undergraduates of Bryn Mawr, Haverford, and Swarthmore College may pursue a joint
A.B./M.A. degree by applying to the Bryn Mawr A.B./M.A. program in any of the above programs of
the GSAS. Additionally, qualified undergraduates may apply to Bryn Mawr’s A.B./M.A. programin
French, which offers graduate courses at the Bryn Mawr Institut d’Etudes Frangaises d’Avignon.

During the admissions process for new applicants, the department to which the student has applied
makes recommendations tothe Dean of Graduate Studiesforadmission. In some cases, the
application may be reviewed by the Steering Committee of the Graduate Group in Group in
Archaeology, Classics and History of Artand redirected to another program. Admission decisions are
made by the Dean of Graduate Studies.

Adyvising

Each graduate program shall designate a faculty memberto serve as the Director of Graduate Studies,
whowillbe responsible forsupervising the day-to-day concerns ofthe programand its students, as
wellas providingthe primaryadvisingforstudentswhodonotyethavea Dissertation Director. Aftera
Dissertation Director has been named, that faculty member assumes primary responsibility for advising
the student.



In general this advising shall include ensuring that students are informed of the rules and regulations of
the GSAS and of their home department as well as regularly discussing with each student the student’s
program and progress therein. That said, the primary responsibility for understanding and abiding by
the rules, and for making appropriate progress towards the degree, rests with each individual student.

Registration

Every graduate student must register for courses with the Registrar and confirm that registration with
the GSAS, following the rules and procedures set forth by each.

These procedures include securing the permission of the student’s Director of Graduate Studies to
undertake independent work/research as well as of instructor who will supervise that independent
work. Graduate registration is considered final, but changes may be made, with the approval of the
Director of Graduate Studies and, if necessary, the Dean of Graduate Studies during the drop/add
period designated by the GSAS.

Auditing: A graduate studentmay registerto audita course following the same procedure, butfirst
gaining the permission of the course instructor, the Director of Graduate Studies in the student’s home
department, and the Dean of Graduate Studies.

Reciprocal Registration: Students may take a limited amount of work for Bryn Mawr graduate
credit atinstitutions with which Reciprocal Plans have been approved by the Graduate Council and the
President ofthe College. Underspecial circumstances, the Dean of Graduate Studies may approve such
anarrangementatanotherinstitution foranindividual student. Work atotherinstitutionsis limited to
the equivalent of two units per year, and may not exceed one third of a student’s total program. In
particular,no more thantwo such courses may be used to meetthe six-course requirementforthe
M.A. degree. Students must register with Bryn Mawr College for all work to be done at other
institutionsand shallbe subjecttothe sametuitionandfeesas studentswholly enrolledatBryn Mawr
College.

Leaves of Absence: Studentswhohave notadvancedto candidacy forthe Ph.D.maytake aleave of
absence, discontinuing their graduate work for a period of time, by consulting their Director of
Graduate Studies, then notifying the Dean of Graduate Studies. A leave of absence does not change
the requirement thatthe degree of Master of Arts mustbe completed within a period of five years.
Studentswhohave advancedtocandidacyforthe Ph.D.maybegrantedaleave ofabsencebythe
Dean of Graduate Studies, with the approval of the Director of Graduate Studies and the Dissertation
Director,forasemesterorafullacademicyear,andaleave mayberenewedforanadditionalperiod,
provided that the total does not exceed two academic years. Leaves of absence exceeding a total of
two academic years will be granted to Ph.D. candidates only under exceptional circumstances, and
onlywiththe approval ofthe Director of Graduate Studies, the Dean of Graduate Studies, and the
Graduate Council.



Continuing Enrollment: All graduate students, unless formally taking a leave of absence, must
registerforone or more units of work or for continuing enroliment. Continuing enrolimentdoes not
carryacademiccredit,butdoespermitthe studenttobe certifiedas afull-time student. Departments
must certify annually that students so enrolled are making adequate progress.

Certification to Outside Agencies: Students wishing certification of status to outside agencies
should complete an appropriate formto be signed by the Director of Graduate Studies intheir
program and deposited with the GSAS.

Grading and Evaluations

Grading System: Students registered for graduate units shall receive a grade of: "Satisfactory" (S),
"Unsatisfactory" (U), or "Incomplete” (). “Graduate units” include undergraduate courses taken for
graduate creditwhere additionalworkhasbeenassignedtobringthe coursetothegraduatelevel.
Any graduate student taking an undergraduate course for graduate credit should be graded
according to the graduate standards, "Satisfactory" or "Unsatisfactory". The grade of
"Satisfactory" shall only be awarded if the student’s work has met or exceeded an undergraduate 3.0
standard, including any additional work assigned to raise an undergraduate course to the graduate
level. (see Sectionll,A)Anygraduate studenttakinganundergraduate coursereceivesagrade of
"Satisfactory" ifthe student’s work has met or exceeded an undergraduate 3.0 standard.
Undergraduate courses at 000- through 200- levels taken by graduate students for language exam
preparation orforremedial reasons are assigned grades on the undergraduate 4.0 scale and these
courses do not require completion of a a narrative course evaluation.

Student Evaluations: Atthe end of each semester, the instructor of each unit of graduate instruction
orsupervisionshallpromptly submitafinal evaluation ofevery studentenrolled forthatunit. Inthe
caseofayear-longcourse,aninterimreportshallbe submitted attheend ofthefirstsemester. The
evaluation shall consist of a formal grade and a descriptive passage, including a consideration of the
student’s ability for advanced research and teaching.

Incomplete Work: Ifagraduate student’s work isincomplete in any unit, the instructorwill complete
anevaluation,includingagrade of"Incomplete" and astatementdescribingwhatthe studentmust
doinordertoreceive creditforthe course and by what date. The date set shall be no laterthan 30
days afterthe beginning of the next fall semester. If the work is not complete by the date set, the
record of "Incomplete" shall stand permanently.

Non-Continuation of Graduate Studies

Successful completion of an M.A. at Bryn Mawr College does not ensure departmental approval for
continuation in graduate work toward the Ph.D.

In the case of unsatisfactory work, unsatisfactory progress toward the degree, or failure to pass the
requirements forthe M.A. or Ph.D. intimely fashion, the department may recommend the non-
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continuation orexclusion ofastudenttothe Dean of Graduate Studies, whowill notify the student of
thedecision. Adecisionnottocontinue ortoexcludeastudentmeansthattheacademicprograms
andservicesofthe Collegearenolongeropentothatstudentexceptincasesinwhichthe studentis
admitted, through the regular procedures, to another department.

Ifthe student wishesto appeal the decision, he or she should directthe appeal tothe Chairofthe
Graduate Council. The Chair of the Graduate Council will appoint an appeal committee consisting of
the Chair of the Graduate Council and all faculty and graduate student members of Graduate Council.
(Inthe eventthatany ofthese personsparticipatedinthe priordecision of unsatisfactoryacademic
work, theywillnotbe allowedto sitonthe appealcommittee). The appeal committee shallconducta
formal hearing, to which all appropriate persons, including representatives of the student’s
department, shall be invited to appear. The decision of the appeal committee shall be final.

Astudentwhose behaviordisruptsthe normal conductofacademicaffairs withinorbeyondhisorher
departmentmay be excluded by the Dean of Graduate Studies, in consultation with the student’s
department. The studentand his or her department shall be informed in writing (1) that the Dean of
Graduate Studiesis consideringrevocationofhisorherawardand(2)thatheorshemayappearata
hearingto be held at a specified time and place. Atthe hearing the Dean of Graduate Studies, the
Directorof Graduate Studiesinthe student’sprogram, and otherappropriate members ofthe faculty
(including, fordegree candidates, the director ofthe student’s work) shall be present. Inthe case of
accused misconduct, the student shall also be informed of the specific misconduct charged, that he or
she shall have the right to select and have present any kind of counsel, to face and to examine
witnesses, tocallwitnessesonhisorherownbehalf,andtoappeal. Ifthe studentwishestoappealthe
decision,acommittee constituted ofatleastthree faculty members ofthe Graduate Councilwillhear
the student, arepresentative ofthe department, andthe Deanof Graduate Studies. The committee
will make its recommendations to the President; the President’s decision will be binding.

Ifthe studentwishesto appealthe decision, he or she should direct the appeal to the Chair ofthe
Graduate Council. The Chair of the Graduate Council will appoint an appeal committee consisting of
the Chair of the Graduate Council and all faculty and graduate student members of Graduate Council.
(Inthe eventthatany ofthese persons participated inthe prior decision of misconduct, they will not
beallowedtositontheappeal committee). Theappealcommittee shallconductaformalhearing,to
which all appropriate persons, including representatives of the student’s department, shall be invited
to appear. The decision of the appeal committee shall be final.

Incases ofexclusioninthe course ofanacademicyear, fees willnotbe refunded orremittedinwhole
orin part; fellowships, scholarships, and assistantships will be canceled.



2. PROGRAM OF STUDY

Academic Units of Graduate Work

Theprogramofstudyinthe GSASisdefinedintermsofacademicunits. Aone-semestergraduate
course and one semester of supervisedindependentwork each countas one unit. Ayear-long
graduate course counts as two units. Six units, or four units for a studentholding ateachingora
graduateassistantship, constitute afullyear'sacademicprogram. Foradvanced students, atthe
department’s discretion, a full year’s academic program may consist of fewer units, such as one unit
of supervised work (USW) taken each semester.

An upper-level (300-level) undergraduate course, supplemented by additional work assigned at the
discretion of the instructor, may be taken for graduate credit. Such a course counts as one academic
unitand atmosttwo such courses may counttowards the sixunitsrequired foraM.A.degree. Other
undergraduate courses may be taken to complete a student’s prerequisites (e.g., language
proficiency)orto provide essential training in an allied field, butthey do not carry graduate credit.

In certain circumstances, GSAS students may take up to two courses at the 200-level for graduate
credit. Students mustdo additional work in such courses to bring themto the level of graduate
courses. Permissionand fundingforsuch courseswillbe granted only when the curriculumis
essential for their thesis and/or dissertation research.

Withrespecttolanguage acquisitionto passthe requisite examinations, and/orto conductthesis
and/or dissertation research, students may register to enroll or audit undergraduate language
coursesatthe00,100,0r200levelofferedatBryn MawrCollege.Inallcasesarequestmustbe made
tothe Dean of Graduate Studies by the Graduate Director ofthe student’s program explaining the
circumstances that merit registration in one or more additional units of language instruction.

Similarly, withrespecttoskillsacquisitionneededtoconductthesisand/ordissertationresearch,
students may register to enroll or audit undergraduate courses. Also inthese cases, a request must
be made to the Dean of Graduate Studies by the Graduate Director of the student’s program
explaining the circumstances that merit registration in courses providing skill instruction.

Ingeneral,only one suchundergraduate course peryearwillbe approved, withthe exception oftwo-
semester language sequences. Undergraduate language and/or skills courses do not count towards a
fulltime course load of three graduate courses (or two graduate courses ifthe studentisa TA).

Work done during the summerdoes not carry graduate credit, with the one exception ofgraduate
work completed at the Institut d’Etudes Frangaises d’Avignon, for which students typically earn two
graduate units. Otherwise, only in extenuating circumstances, and at the invitation of a faculty
memberand with advance approval ofthe Dean of Graduate Studies, may agraduate student
register to receive graduate credit for work to be done during the summer.



Admission to GraduateCourses

Admissionto, and prerequisitesfor, agraduate course are underthejurisdiction ofthe department
which may, at its discretion, reject unqualified students or may require insufficiently prepared students
to take certain undergraduate courses before being enrolled in graduate courses. Departments may,
when appropriate, open admission to particular graduate courses to undergraduates.

Journal Clubs and Colloquia

Acolloquium orjournal club, consisting of regular meetings of the instructors and the graduate
students, mayberequiredbyanydepartmentas partofthe regularprogramof study withoutsuch
requirements appearing on the transcript as registered courses.

3. Graduate Financial Support Awards and Prizes

Awards

BrynMawr Collegefellowships,endowed graduate fellowships, scholarships, grants, teaching
assistantships, graduate assistantships, curatorial internships and research assistantships and prizes
are awarded according to the processes described below (l1l. B-D). In general, these awards require
that the awardee be a student of the GSAS pursuing an advanced degree and carry a full program of
academicwork.Many ofthese awardsalsorequire aspecifiedamountofserviceforthe College.

Application

Eachyeargraduate programswillbeadvisedastothe availability offinancial supportawardsandthe
level of award funding for both new and continuing students. Unless informed to the contrary,
candidatesforallgraduatefinancial supportawards mustapplyannually by the deadlines setbythe
GSAS. Eachyear, the Dean of Graduate Studies will setthe dates for application, notification of awards,
and acceptance or refusal of awards.

Nominations

Candidatesforgraduatefinancial supportawards and prizes are nominated by departmentsor
Graduate Groups after consideration of all relevant applicants. Alternates for graduate awards may
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also be nominated. If more than one alternate is nominated, alternates shall be ranked according to
the department or committee’s preference.

Decision Process

Nominations of students forfinancial supportawards are firstmade by departments to the Dean of
Graduate Studies. Fornon-competitive financial supportawards (i.e., GSAS Fellowships), the Dean of
Graduate Studies makes the final decision. For competitive financial support awards for students in the
Graduate GroupinArchaeology, Classicsand History of Art(GGACHA),the GGACHA Steering
Committee considers the nominated students for each award and determines each award recipient.
For competitive financial support awards for students in the Graduate Group in Science and
Mathematics (GGSM), the GGSM Steering Committee considers the nominated students for each
award and determines each award recipient. In situations in which where the Steering Committees of
the GGACHA and GGSM are unable to determine award recipients, the Graduate Council’s
Subcommittee on Graduate Awards willdetermine the award recipient. Forcompetitive financial
supportawards available to studentsinallprograms, the Graduate Council’s Subcommittee on
Graduate Awards and the Dean of Graduate Studies will consider all students nominated and
determine the awardrecipient.

Granting and Withdrawal of Awards

Granting: Awards are offered by the Dean of Graduate Studies. Award offers lapse if not accepted by
thedeadline setbythe Dean, oriftheawardis acceptedbutnotusedinthe designatedyear.Insuch
circumstances, the candidate may re-apply in another year.

Withdrawal: In the case of either unsatisfactory academic work or misconduct that leads to non-
continuationinthe program, allawards willbe canceled. The Dean will notify the studentofthe
termination of awards by a formal letter.

Review and Approval of Changes in Awards Processes

The Graduate Council shall review and approve any changes inthe above-mentioned processes for
making graduate awards.

4.The Degree of Master of Arts



Departments

The M.A. degree may be given in the following departments and programs, either as a prerequisite for
the doctoral program or as a combined A.B./M.A. degree:

Chemistry; Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology;
French; Greek, Latin and Classical Studies;
History of Art; Mathematics; Physics.

Candidacy

Prerequisites: The prerequisites foradmission to candidacy forthe M.A. degree are: (1) an A.B. degree
or its equivalent from an American college or university of recognized standing, or a degree or
certificate ofatleastthe same standard fromaforeignuniversity; (2) preparation thatincludes such

undergraduate work in the candidate’s major and allied departments as the departments shall require.

Qualified students at Bryn Mawr, Haverford, and Swarthmore may undertake graduate work leading to
the degree of Master of Arts concurrently with theirwork toward the A.B., once they have applied to,
andbeenaccepted, intoBrynMawr’'s A.B./M.A. program. The application processincludesbeing
approvedforthe programbythe Undergraduate Special Cases Committee, creatinganapproved
curricular plan and then separately being admitted to a specific graduate program through the GSAS
office. Although the graduate work and the A.B. majorwork need notbeinthe same department, itis
thegraduatedepartment’s prerogativetorequirethe completionofitsundergraduate majoraspartof
therequirementsforthe M.A.degree. While students mustarrange tofulfillallrequirements foreach
ofthe A.B. and M.A. degrees, they are permitted to count a maximum of two advanced undergraduate
courses (300-levelorhigher)presentedinfulfilmentofthe requirements ofthe A.B. degree astwo of
theunitsrequiredforthe M.A.degree. Asforall GSAS students, graduate credit forthe advanced
undergraduate courseswillbe only granted when they are supplemented by additionalworkin the
usual way.

Applicationforcandidacy: All students must make aformalapplicationto become a candidate forthe
M.A. degree. The application and the program of work approved by the Director of Graduate Studies in
the candidate’s home department and the faculty member(s) who supervise the M.A. work or the
qualifying paper(s) must be submitted to the GSAS by the deadline published on the website
(http://www.brynmawr.edu/gsas/) or in the GSAS Handbook. The student shall be notified in writing of
the Dean of Graduate Studies’ decision concerning the application.

General Requirements for the M.A.
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Time: Thetimetocompletionofthe M. A.degreeistypically betweentwoandthree years. Thework
forthe degree may be spread over several academic years which need not be in succession, but must
be completed within a period of five years (60 months).

Program of Study: Aminimum of sixacademicunitsisrequired forthe M.A. degree. Atleasttwo units
should consist of graduate seminar or course work. At most two units may be taken in the form of
supervised independent work, and atmost two units may be takeninupper-level undergraduate
courseswithsupplementaryworkforgraduate credit. Atleasttwo-thirds ofthe required unitsmustbe
takenatBryn Mawr College. Atmostone-third may be taken elsewhere underthe auspices of Bryn
Mawr College, through an approved Reciprocal Plan or similar approved arrangement.

Further Requirements: Students are also required to complete the languages and special skills
requirementssetbytheirhomedepartment, athesisorone ormore qualifying papers,andafinal
examination. These requirements are detailed below.

Languages and Special Skills Requirements

Each graduate program has established such requirementsinforeignlanguages and/or special skillsas
are essentialforscholarlyworkinthatdiscipline. These requirements shallbe readily available to
prospective and currentstudents. Any changesin these requirements mustbe approved by the
Graduate Council. Individual exceptions to the departmental rules require the approval of the
Graduate Council.

Requirements in foreign languages and/or special skills may be met in the following ways:

Ifaforeignlanguage competencyisrequired by adepartment, a studentmust passaBryn Mawr
College language examination scheduled and administered by the that department. The language
examinations consist oftwo passages of 250-350 words each, chosen by the department, tobe
translated during a two-hour period. The use of a dictionary either in print or electronic may be
permitted for the translation of either or both passages, atthe discretion of the department. The
examination shall be read by two members of the department. If considered marginal, then a member
oftherespectiveforeignlanguage departmentmaybe consulted. Thefinaldecisionwillbe made by
the graduate department after discussion with the external reader. With the consent of the
department and of the Dean of Graduate Studies, a student whose native language is not English may
be permitted to write a language examination in a language other than English.

Atthe department’s discretion, a student whose native tongue is not English may offer English for one
ofthelanguagesthatmayberequired. Thisprovisodoesnotapplyforstudentswhosefieldofstudyis
thelanguage andthe literature oftheirnativetongue. The requirementin Englishmaybe meteither
by certification from the department that the candidate’s English is adequate or by a special
examination given by the department, no later than January of the academic year in which the
candidate is to take the degree.
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Forspecialskills,astudentmayberequiredtopassanexaminationadministered by thedepartment.

Foreithera special skill orlanguage, with prior approval from the departmentand the Graduate
Council, a student may complete course work specifically chosen to complete the requirement by the
department in lieu of an examination.

For A.B./M.A. candidates in Mathematics, the successful completion of the language requirement for
the Bryn Mawr College A.B. degree will satisfy the language requirement forthe M.A. degree.

Thesis or Major Paper(s) in a Special Field

Every candidate must present a thesis or one or more qualifying papers in a special field in the subject
studiedforthe M.A.ForcandidatesinresidenceatBrynMawrCollege, the due date ofthe paper(s)is
set by the department. For candidates away from Bryn Mawr, the due date is 30 days before
Commencement of the semesterin which the candidate hopes to receive the degree.

The paper(s)shallberead,andapprovedorrejected, by atleasttwo members ofthe departmentor
onememberofthedepartmentandoneinanallied department. Allpapers mustbe completed tothe
satisfaction of the department before the candidate is admitted to the final examination.

Final Examination

Before the final examination, the M.A. candidate must complete any requirements in languages and/or
specialskill(s)and musthave submitted athesisormajorpaper(s)inthe specialfield. The candidate
may beenrolledin coursesthatwillcounttowardsthe MArequirements duringthe semesterinwhich
she/he will complete the MA requirements.

Everycandidate mustpassafinalexamination,which shalltesttheabilitytoplacethespecialfieldina
more general background ofthe major subject. This examination shallbe eitherwritten, with fourto
six hours of examination; or oral, lasting no less than one hour; or written and oral, a written
examination of four hours and an oral examination of one hour. An experimental or open-book
examinationofgreaterlength maybe substituted forthe writtenexamination. The examination shall
be judged by faculty designated by the department, including, at a minimum, the two faculty members
who were designated to read the candidate’s paper(s).

The last Tuesday before Commencement at 1 p.m. is the latest time at which grades of candidates for
the M.A. degree may be reported to the GSAS Office. For a December degree, the deadlines are the
last day of classes in Semester | for the final written examination, and the following day for the
reporting of grades.
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Unsatisfactory Paper(s) or Examination

Acandidate whohas submitted an unsatisfactory paperinthe specialfield orwho hasfailed thefinal

examination may, on the recommendation of the department, submit another paper, revise the
original, take another examination, or be refused this opportunity. The department shall make a report
to the GSAS and the Graduate Council concerning its decision on such cases.

5. The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy

Departments

The Ph.D. degree may be given in the following departments:

Chemistry; Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology;
Greek, Latin and Classical Studies;
History of Art; Mathematics; Physics

Candidacy

Student Status: Students will have the status of “Ph.D. student” in the interim between
completion of the M.A., if such degree is required, and prior to completion of the Ph. D.
preliminary exams. After passing the Ph.D. prelim exams, a student carries the status of “Ph. D.
candidate”. StudentsinHistory of Art are considered Ph. D. candidates following submission of a
dissertation proposal that is approved by the Department.

Application for Ph.D candidacy: Insome programs, successful completion ofthe M.A. degree
isrequired priorto applyingforPh.D.candidacy. IfastudenthascompletedaM.A.degree at
anotherinstitution, the department may elect to waive the M.A. requirement.

Students may apply for Ph.D. candidacy as soon as they (1) have completed sufficient course
work (asdetermined by the program graduate director); (2) have an approved dissertation topic;
(3) have identified a faculty member who will serve as dissertation director; (4) have defined
the fields of their Ph.D. Preliminary Examinations, in consultation with the dissertation director,
the graduate program director, and the appropriate examiners. In the particular case of students
in Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology, if a dissertation topic and advisor has not yet been
identified, the Graduate Director has responsibility for all aspects of the preliminary
examinations. An outside chair for the Ph.D. supervising committee will be assigned by the Dean
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prior to scheduling the Preliminary Examinations.

Toapplyforcandidacy, students mustsubmitthe appropriate Ph.D.candidacyform. Thefaculty
membersofthe Ph.D. Supervising Committee as well as the areas of examination are specified on the
candidacy form. The form mustbe approved and signed by either the faculty memberwho will be
the Dissertation Director,ifnamed, orbythe Directorof Graduate Studiesinthe program. Students
in History of Artmustalso submita dissertation proposal which mustbe approved by the entire
Department prior to being accepted as a Ph. D. candidate. Students should initiate the PhD.
candidacy application process in the semester before the preliminary exams are to be
administered so as to allow the GSAS office enough time to identify an outside chair for the
Ph.D. supervising committee.

Once accepted as candidates forthe Ph.D. degree, students must maintain continuous registration
until the completion of all requirements for the degree, unless granted a leave of absence.
Students who let their enroliment lapse will be withdrawn from their program.

Dissertation Director: The faculty memberdirecting the Ph. D student’s dissertation research
and writingshalltake majorresponsibilityforplanningthe candidate’s programofstudy, for
informingthe Director of Graduate Studies and the Supervising Committee of the fields to be
offered for
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examination, and of the subject of the dissertation. The Dissertation Director shall keep the Director of
Graduate Studies and the Supervising Committee informed of any changes in the student’s fields for
examination or in the subject of the dissertation. The Dissertation Director shall take major
responsibility for supervising the preparation of the dissertation and such changes as may be required
by the Supervising Committee at the final examination.

Supervising Committee: The Supervising Committee shall have the responsibility of the
preliminary examinations and final examination of the dissertation. Both the Ph. D. student and the
Director of Graduate Studies / Dissertation Director should seek the advice and aid of the
chair of the Supervising Committee when necessary, such asin cases of irreconcilable
differences.

TheDeanshallformallyappointthose membersofthe student’s Supervising Committeewhoare
recommended onthe candidacy form by the Dissertation Directoror by the Director of Graduate
Studiesinthe student’'sdepartment. The chairofthe committee shallbe amemberofthe general
faculty outside the student’s department. The other members of the Supervising Committee shall be
the Dissertation Director, two other members from eitherthe student’s department(s) or allied
department, and one or more additional members of the faculty. In special cases, when the
dissertationistobedirectedbyafacultymemberexternaltothe student’sdepartment, he/she shall
be appointed to the Supervising Committee and identified as Dissertation Director, but a member of
the student’sdepartmentshallbe designatedto serve as Departmental Director ofthe student’s
progress toward the Ph.D.

A scholar not connected with the College who has special competence in the field of the candidate’s
chiefinterestmay be added to the Supervising Committee ifthe Supervising Committee orthe
student’s department so recommends and the Graduate Council or the Dean of Graduate Studies
approves.

Outside Chair: The role of the chair of the Ph.D. Supervising Committee is to be an impartial
moderator at oral examinations, to ensure that examinations are civil and fair, to ensure that all
requirementsare completed andthatdocumentationofexaminationsisaccurateandcomplete. The
student may appeal to the chair in the event of irreconcilable differences with the Dissertation
Director. The chairconvenesthe Supervising Committee before the Ph.D. oral Preliminary Examination
orthe oral Final Examination ifone ormore committee members are dissatisfied with the student's
performance.

Disputes: Ifirreconcilable differences arise between the Ph.D.candidate and the Dissertation
Director, eitherone may appealto the chair ofthe Supervising Committee, who shall attemptto
resolve the matterin consultation withthe fullcommittee. Ifno satisfactoryresolutionisreached, the
mattershall bereferredtothe DeanofGraduate Studies, whoshallbringthe casetothe Graduate
Councilforfinal resolution. Additionally, if at any stage of the work the Supervising Committee
does not reach agreementonthe candidate’s performance, the Graduate Council shallmake the
finaldecision.
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General Requirements for the Ph.D.

Time: Aminimum ofthree full years of graduate work or theirequivalentas required forthe
completion of the M. A. degree is required for the Ph.D. degree. All requirements for the Ph.D.
Degree must be completed within twelve years of admission into a graduate program of GSAS.
Parental leave does not count towards this twelve year maximum. Leaves granted by the
Dean for medical or other reasons do not count towards the twelve year maximum. A request
for an extension beyond the 12 year limit may be made by the Dissertation Director to the
Dean of Graduate Studies.

Residency: Successful completion of a minimum of twelve academic units (or the equivalent of two full
years of post-baccalaureate study) at or through Bryn Mawr College is required for the Ph.D. degree.
Units counted toward the M.A. degree at Bryn Mawr College may also be counted toward the Ph.D.
degree if the major field remains the same. Up to four units may be taken at the University of
Pennsylvaniaoratany otherinstitution with which there are approved Reciprocal Plans. Inthe
absence of aformal Reciprocal Plan, the Dean of Graduate Studies may, on occasion, approve the
taking of units, notto exceed two, at other institutions, provided that the total amount of external
units does not exceed four.

Any exceptiontotherules concerningthe numberordistribution of units mustbe approved by the
Graduate Council and will be considered only on the recommendation of the student’s department
andwhenacandidate’sacademic preparation is deemed to warrant special consideration.

Program of Study: The course of study is defined by the individual departments.

Further Requirements: Students are also required to complete the languages and special skills
requirements set by their department, pass the Preliminary Examinations, complete a dissertation, and
pass a final examination. These requirements are detailed below (V. D-G).

Languages and Special Skills Requirements

All candidates for the Ph.D. degree are required to demonstrate mastery of such foreign languages
and/or special skills as are necessary to conductresearchin the fields of their dissertations.
Departments shall determine which languages and/or skills they will require, and these requirements
must be submitted to the Graduate Council for approval. Approved languages and/or skills
requirements shallbe publicly advertised by the GSAS to all candidates foradmission and toall
students currently enrolled. Departments may not change their requirements without prior approval
of the Graduate Council and sufficient notice to all prospective Ph.D. candidates. Mastery of required
languages and/or skills must be demonstrated by written examinations or by course work. All
languages and/orskills requirements mustbe metbefore candidatesforthe Ph.D. maytake the
Preliminary Examinations.
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Whenoneormoreforeignlanguagesare required, thelanguage examinationforthe Ph.D.degree
shall consistoftwo passages 0f250-350 words each, chosen bythe department, to be translated
duringatwo-hour period. The use of adictionary eitherin printor electronic may be permitted forthe
translation of eitherorboth passages, atthe discretion ofthe department. The examination shallbe
read by twomembers ofthe department. If considered marginal, then amemberofthe respective
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foreign language department may be consulted. The final decision will be made by the graduate
department after discussion with the external reader.

Atthe department’s discretion, a student whose native tongue is not English may offer English as one
ofthelanguagesthatmayberequired. Therequirementin English maybe satisfied by certification
from the department that the candidate’s English is adequate.

Except for the substitution of English as provided above, any exception to the stated languages and/or
skills requirements of any department requires the approval of the Graduate Council.

Preliminary Examinations

General: The purpose ofthe Ph.D.Preliminary Examinations is twofold: (1) totestthe Ph.D. student’s
knowledge and mastery of subjects specified on the Ph.D. candidacy form, asexemplified by the
candidate’s command of several fields or areas, and (2) to examine the candidate’s power of
organization and ability to apply knowledge to new problems such as required to complete a
satisfactory dissertation. Before taking the Preliminary Examinations, students must have completed
such course work as is deemed necessary by theirdepartment or program, and have completed a
formal application for Ph.D. candidacy. Students alsoshallhave satisfied such requirementsinforeign
languagesandspecial skillsashave beenestablished. ThePreliminary Examinationsmustbe
completedbeforethedissertationis accepted.

Timing of the Exams: Preliminary Examinations should be completed within a period of four weeks.
When an oral examination is included, the period of examination may be extended to five weeks. No
Preliminary Examinations are to be scheduled during the thirty days immediately preceding
Commencement. Exceptions may be granted by the Dean of Graduate Studies, upon request of the
Directorof Graduate StudiesorDissertation Directorin consultation with chairofthe Supervising
Committee.

Plan of the Examinations: The fields covered by the examinations will be established by the Director of
Graduate Studies or Dissertation Director (if already named) in consultation with the members of the
Supervising Committee. A list of the Ph.D. student’s fields and the schedule of examinations approved
by the Supervising Committee shall be filed by the Ph.D. student in advance in the GSAS
Office. The Preliminary Examinations may include twelve to twenty hours of written examinations.
Exceptfor experimental oropen book examinations, noone exam shallexceed fourhoursin
length. Anoral examination of one to two hours may be added at the option of the department.

Exceptions: The following preliminary exam procedures have been approved:

Chemistry: The Preliminary Examinations consist of two written examinations accompanied by an oral
on the material of these examinations, and an oral defense of one research proposal submitted by the

18



Ph.D. student. Aperiodoflongerthanfive weeksis permitted because ofthe specialformof
these examinations.

Mathematics: The Preliminary Examinations consist of three four-hour written examinations, followed
by aone-houroralexamination,and areintendedtotestthe Ph.D. student’s breadth ofknowledge
and understandingofthe structure of Mathematicsasawhole. Studentshavetwo optionsforthe
timingof the written examinations: (1) The examinations may be takenin any five-week period of
time while classes are in session (except for the final thirty days before Commencement). (2) The
examinations may be begunin a specified two-week period late in Semester |l and completedina
specifiedtwo- week period early in the following Semester |. Dates and times for the second option
willbe set annually by the Department.

Physics: The Preliminary Examinations may consist of three four-hour examinations, a problem set
including twelve hours of working time and a one-hour oral.

Procedure of the Supervising Committee: The members of the Supervising Committee shall read all
examinations promptly, and if any of the examinations is unsatisfactory to any member he/she should
notify the chair so that it can be determined if the candidate should continue with the Preliminary
Examinations.Whenthe writtenexaminationsare completed, the chairshallascertainwhetherthe
majority ofthe committee considersthe Ph.D. student’s work sufficiently satisfactorytoproceedtothe
oral portion of the examination if there is one.

When the examinations include an oral examination, itis conducted by the Supervising Committee and
is open to any member of the faculty. Intheeventofanoralexamination,the chairofthe
SupervisingCommittee shallaskthe committee,in theabsence ofthe Ph.D. student,forastatement
ofthedivisionoftimeamongthe examinersandshallbe responsibleformaintainingthe schedule
adopted. Atthe end ofthe examination, the chairshallgive each member of the committee an
opportunity to ask additional questions. After the Ph.D. student leaves the room, the chair shall ask
each member’s opinion of the Ph.D. student’s performance.

Results ofthe Preliminary Examinations: The result of the examinationsistoberecorded inthe
following terms: "Satisfactory"; "Partially Satisfactory" — to be used when some portion of the
examinationisunsatisfactory;or"Unsatisfactory." The vote ofthe Supervising Committee shallbe
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recorded on the candidate’s Ph.D. application form and signed by the members of the committee. The
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committee shall state explicitly onthe formwhen the Ph.D. student is to make up any deficiencies
and whetherbywrittenexaminationorin someothermannerapprovedbythe committee, as
appropriate tothe seriousness ofthe deficiency. All deficiencies mustbe made up before the Ph.D.
student may submitthedissertation as a Ph.D. candidate. Iftheresultis"Unsatisfactory,"the Ph.D.
student mayberefused permissionto continue work forthe Ph.D. degree and excluded from the
program, ormay be asked to retake the Preliminary Examinations. No Ph.D. student maybe
permittedtoretake the Preliminary Examinations more than once. Preliminary Examinations must
be passed satisfactorily within one year ofthe firstwritten examination. In such unusual
circumstances as seriousillness, exceptionsto this rule may be granted by the Dean of Graduate
Studies. If after this time, a student has remaining unsatisfactory performances in any area of the
preliminary examinations, he/she may not proceed to complete the degree.

If there is a difference in opinion in the Supervising Committee, the majority vote shall be decisive. The
vote of the dissenting members shall be recorded on the Ph.D. student’s Ph.D. application form, and
they may file a minority report.

After the Supervising Committee has voted, at the conclusion of the oral examination, the chair should
inform the Ph.D. student of the decision. When the Preliminary Examinations do not conclude with an
oral, thevoteonthecompleted Preliminary Examinationsshallbe determined expeditiously, ata
meeting ofthe full Supervising Committee. Ineithercase, the chairofthe Supervising Committee
shallreturn the Ph.D. applicationformincludingthe signatures ofthe members ofthe Supervising
Committeeto the GSAS Office. The Deanof Graduate Studies shallsend awritten statementofthe
decisionsofthe Supervising Committee to the Ph.D. student.

Dissertation

General Requirements: The dissertation is the Ph.D. candidate’s written document that presents the
results ofthe candidate’s independentresearch in the field of the major subject. It must contain
original material, results, or interpretations, and be adjudged suitable for publication. The dissertation
shall be writtenin English with the following exceptions: (1) A candidate in alanguage department
may, ifthe department approves, write the dissertation in the language of the department. (2) In
other departments a candidate whose native tongue is not English may, with the permission of the
Dissertation Director, the department and Graduate Council, write the dissertation in the
language of the candidate.

The dissertation shall conform to the "Guidelines for Candidates for the Ph.D. Degree" available from
the GSAS Office.

Sixcopiesofthe dissertation shallbe submitted (five forthe Supervising Committee and one forthe
GSAS office). They shall be secured in suitable binders and be accompanied by a vitaand an abstract of
nomore than 350words. Aletterrecommendingthatthe dissertation beacceptedand abriefcritical
commentfromthe Dissertation Director mustaccompany it, orbe sentby the directordirectly to the
GSAS Office, before the dissertation submission deadline. The dissertation and the director’s letter
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shall be submitted to the Supervising Committee through the GSAS Office.
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Deadlines: In graduate programs within the Graduate Group in Archaeology, Classics and History of Art
(GGACHA)thedissertation shallbe submitted nolaterthan45days priortothe end of classesofthe
semesterinwhich the candidate expectsto complete the work forthe degree. In graduate programs
within the Graduate Group in Science and Mathematics (GGSM), the dissertation shall be submitted no
laterthan25days priortothe end ofthe semester. IfaDecemberdegreeisexpected, thedissertation
inthe GGACHA sshallbe submittednolaterthan October15;inthe GGSMitshallbe submittednolater
than November 5.

Ifa candidate wishes to hand inthe dissertation and take the Final Examination at othertimesin
the academicyear,inthe GGACHA the dissertation mustbe submitted atleast sixweeks before
the proposeddate ofthe examination;inthe GGSMitmustbe submitted atleastthree weeksbefore
that date. Nomemberofthefaculty shallbe obligatedtoread, oradviseinconnectionwith,a
dissertation at any time except during the academic year.

Procedureofthe Supervising Committee: Allmembers ofthe Supervising Committee shallread the
dissertation promptly. If a member of the Supervising Committee considers the dissertation
unacceptable, he/she mustinformthe chairnolaterthan sevendaysbeforethe Final Examinationis
scheduledtobeheld,and aspecialmeeting ofthe Supervising Committee shallthenbe called. The
Supervising Committee may recommend revisions, which may lead to the postponement of the Final
Examination, ormayrejectthe dissertation completely inits presentform. If, after full discussion, a
majority of the Supervising Committee considers the dissertation provisionally acceptable in substance
and general form, the Final Examination may be held.

Final Examination

General Rules: The Final Examination is an oral exam devoted to the dissertation and the generalfields
covered by the dissertation. It shall be conducted by the Supervising Committee and shall be not less
thanonehourinlength, normore thanthree. The Final Examination shallbe opento any member of
the faculty who wishes to attend.

Ifany partofthe Preliminary Examinations has beentaken more than five years (60 months)before
the Final Examination, the Final Examination mustbe bothwrittenand oraland mustcoverone ofthe
general fields or areas offered for the Preliminary Examinations. In this case, the Supervising
Committee shallreadthe writtenexaminations promptly. Awaiverofthisrequirement, the "60-month
rule", mayberequestedbythedissertationdirectorfromthe Dean of Graduate Studieswhenthereis
sufficient evidence of continued engagement in the candidate's filed, such as by publishing scholarly
works or employment in the field.

FinalExaminationsmaynotbesetlaterthanthefourteenthdaybefore Commencementorlaterthan
November 25 if a December degree is to be conferred.

Results: Atthe end ofthe Final Examination, the Supervising Committee shalltake two votes,oneon
the dissertation and one on the general quality of the examination. The vote on the dissertation shall

be "Satisfactory"; "Satisfactory with minor revisions"; or "Unsatisfactory." The vote shall be recorded
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on the student’s Ph.D. application form and signed by the members of the Supervising Committee. In
the case of a dissertation judged "Unsatisfactory" in its present form, the Supervising Committee shall
inform the candidate in writing of the revisions necessary for a reconsideration.

If, after full discussion, more than one member of the Supervising Committee dissentsfromthe
opinionofthe majority, the questionshallbereferred tothe Graduate Council. There shallbeareport
fromthe Supervising Committeetothe Dean of Graduate Studies, whoshallbringittothe Graduate
Council. Another member ofthe faculty or, by arrangement with the Dean of Graduate Studies, a
scholarnot connected with the College who is especially competentin the field may be called in.

ThevoteontheFinalExaminationiseither"Satisfactory"or"Unsatisfactory." Ifthe examinationis
satisfactory, the candidate shall be informed of the result by the Supervising Committee. If the
examination is unsatisfactory, the Dissertation Director shall inform the candidate. The vote shall be
recorded on the candidate’s Ph.D. application form and signed by the members of the Supervising
Committee. Notification ofaction on both dissertation and Final Examination shall be sentto the
candidate in writing by the Dean of Graduate Studies.

Plans for Publication: The chair of the Supervising Committee shall discuss with the candidate and the
Dissertation Directoratthe Final Examinationthe proposed form of publication ofthe dissertation.

Deposit and Publication of the Dissertation

Deposit:

After a dissertation has been accepted, or accepted subject to the changes and revisions voted by the
Supervising Committee, a perfect copy of the dissertation containing the required changes and
revisions constitutes the Dissertation Final Version. The Final Version of the dissertation incorporates all suggestions for revision
made at the Final Examination and is free of mechanical errors. It must be presented to the dissertation director, certified by an
accompanying letter from the Dissertation Director, who must complete a “Certification of Final Version of
Dissertation” form. The student must also sign this form. The Final Version must be deposited withthe GSAS nolater
thanfourdaysbefore Commencementorby December10ifthe degree is to be conferred on
December 15. No degree will be granted until the dissertation has been revised to conform to all the
recommendations of the Supervising Committee and a perfect copy has been deposited. Guidelines
fordissertation preparation are posted onthe GSAS website:

http://www.brynmawr.edu/gsas/Resources/complete_degree/DissertationFormatandGuidelines.html

Publication:
A digital copy of tfhe final version of the dissertation must be uploaded to the Bryn Mawr

College Open Access server. An embargo period of 2 years may be requested.

The dissertation must be published according to one of the plans listed below, to be approved by the
Dissertation Director and by the chair of the Supervising Committee.
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Electronic Submission to proQuest/ETD Administrator

Atthetime of the final deposit of the perfect copy of the dissertationto GSAS, priorto the conferral of
thedegree, the studentcreates an online accountwith ProQuest/ETD Administrator, uploadsthe
dissertationandpaysforthe publication ofthedissertationelectronicallythoughthe ProQuest/ETD
site. The dissertation isimmediately released for publishing unless the students chooses an embargo

option.
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Publication in Full or in Substantial Part

Electronic submission of the dissertation to ProQUest/ETD Administrator may be waived entirely if,
priorto the conferral ofthe degree, or prior to the end of the two-year holding period, the candidate
presentsevidence (suchasaletterfromapublisheracceptingthe dissertationforpublication)ofa
completed arrangement for the publication of the dissertation in substantial part or in full in a
scholarly journal.

Atthe Time of Publication: If the candidate publishes in a printed work, book, orjournal article, two
copies shall be deposited with the College. If the candidate publishes electronically, one copy of the file
must be deposited with the College. In any of the above cases the publication should include a
statementthatthe studyis adissertation orpartofadissertationaccepted by Bryn Mawr College. In
exceptional cases, to be approved by the Graduate Council, this statement may be omitted.



GSAS Graduate Student Parental Accommodations Policy

Eligibility

Fulltime graduate students who are anticipating the birth oradoption oftheir child are eligible for
accommodations or extensions for academic course work and other requirements, for both the period
before andfollowing the arrival oftheir child. This policy is aparentalaccommodations policy rather
than aleave of absence. Aleave of absence could be arranged separately if required (see page 4 inthe
GSAS Faculty Rules). The parental accommodations policy is available to domestic as well as
international students.

Principles

1. Before taking parental accommodations, students will:
a. notifytheirresearchadvisorand/orgraduate advisor atleastthree (3) months priortothe start of
the parental accommodations period.
b. consult with their research advisor and/or graduate advisor in order to:

i. determine what adjustments need to be made for their short-term and long-term academic
goals, including but not limited to adjustments to coursework, TA/GA work, exam schedule,
and/or research projects.

ii. affrmtheiragreementtothedetailsoftheirparentalaccommodationsarrangementsby
signing, with their advisor and the Dean of Graduate Studies, a document summarizing the
agreed-upon short-term modifications to their academic plan.

2. While taking parental accommodations, students will:

a. beallowed aperiod of 8 weeks, normally commencing within 2 weeks of the birth oradoption,
during which academic expectations are on hold and the level of participation in their program is
determined by the student.

b. maintain continuing studentstatus

c. retain health insurance coverage.

d. retain financial support through academic funding, including but not limited to teaching/graduate
assistantships and/or fellowships.

3. After taking parental accommodations, students will:
a. remain enrolled and seek the previously agreed upon level of work (see 1.b.i.)
b. beallowedanadditionalyeartowardscompletionoftheirdegree(s)witheligibilityforadditional
funding support.

Exceptions to the above parental accommodations policy may be requested in writing for consideration
by the Dean of Graduate Studies.



	Granting and Withdrawal of Awards
	Review and Approval of Changes in Awards Processes
	4. The Degree of Master of Arts
	4. The Degree of Master of Arts
	Departments
	Candidacy
	General Requirements for the M.A.
	Languages and Special Skills Requirements
	Thesis or Major Paper(s) in a Special Field
	Final Examination
	Unsatisfactory Paper(s) or Examination

	5. The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy
	Departments
	Candidacy
	General Requirements for the Ph.D.
	Languages and Special Skills Requirements
	Preliminary Examinations
	Dissertation
	Final Examination
	Deposit and Publication of the Dissertation


